EDITORIAL

SPRING CLEAN UP
Readers of this issue will notice a change in the cover design of The Canadian Journal ofPsychiatry. After 15 years, it is time to don a new garb.
Much has happened in the 15 years since the previous cover design was introduced in February 1979. The changes have been many, both in the field of psychiatry and in the journal itself and these changes are reflected in the June cover of the journal. Graphics and cover design, like clothes, need restyling.
In the new design there is a reminder of the past and, as well, explicit in the marbling, there is a visual relationship with a sister publication, the Canadian Psychiatric Association's Bulletin. Advanced technology now allow the construction of tables with up-to-date shading and the use of lines enhances the visual impact and ease of comprehension. This change reflects the desire to continue the best of the past and graft on that which is proactive and reflective of changes in the 90s. The journal's editors and stafffelt that this updating of the cover should reflect these changes. Thanks are due to the Director of Communications & Publications and the Graphic Designers for their creativity and initiative in translating the views of the Editor and Editorial Board into a striking cover design.
The change in the journal's cover is only one reflection of our continuing attention to the needs of our authors and our readership. Responsive to the need for a much accelerated turn-around time, the process of refereeing has been streamlined. Turn-around time of submissions is 'now quite rapid. All accepted publications will appear within one year (if not sooner) from the time the manuscript first reaches the journal.
Efforts to improve the publication process continue. The process is regularly monitored and reported to the readership at least annually. If journals wish to maintain their 249 well-deserved place in the field of print communication, they need to keep responding to rapidly changing environments: the advent of electronic publishing and the as yet unknown impact of the so-called information super highway. At the very least, it is essential that the journal support its authors and the research community they represent by ensuring rapid publication of the flood of excellence and innovation that is presently occurring.
All scientific journals have an international outlook and readership. Ours is no exception. We know we are read, referenced and available universally. Nevertheless, most of our contributors continue to be from the Canadian psychiatric community, especially from the extensive academic departments which distinguish our country. Evidence-based clinical practice research now becomes the core material that fashions our policies and practice and keeps us updated and responsive to the necessities of lifelong continuing education.
Our interest, first and foremost, is to provide key and tested data to increase our efficiency in the most important area of our lives -the making of sound, wise and helpful decisions for and with our patients. Contributions that meet the standards and criteria of acceptability are invited, welcomed and published. This is a period of rapid change. There will be a great degree of commonality between different countries in the future but there will also be unique variations in their application and delivery of service. It is our hope that The Canadian Journal of Psychiatry will reflect both the commonality and the unique flavour of the Canadian health care system as it undergoes progress and renewal.
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